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Stat. 327, which is classified principally to this chapter. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 12101 of this title 
and Tables. 
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§ 12301. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) children and youth are inherently the 

most valuable resource of the United States; 
(2) the welfare, protection, healthy develop-

ment, and positive role of children and youth 
in society are essential to the United States; 

(3) children and youth deserve love, respect, 
and guidance, as well as good health, shelter, 
food, education, productive employment op-
portunities, and preparation for responsible 
participation in community life; 

(4) children and youth have increasing op-
portunities to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives; 

(5) the family is the primary caregiver and 
source of social learning and must be sup-
ported and strengthened; 

(6) when a family is unable to ensure the sat-
isfaction of basic needs of children and youth 
it is the responsibility of society to assist such 
family; and 

(7) it is the joint and several responsibility 
of the Federal Government, each State, and 
the political subdivisions of each State to as-
sist children and youth to secure, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, equal opportunity to 
full and free access to— 

(A) the best possible physical and mental 
health; 

(B) adequate and safe physical shelter; 
(C) a high level of educational oppor-

tunity; 
(D) effective training, apprenticeships, op-

portunities for community service, and pro-
ductive employment and participation in de-
cisions affecting their lives; 

(E) a wide range of civic, cultural, and rec-
reational activities that recognize young 
Americans as resources and promote self-es-
teem and a stake in the communities of such 
Americans; and 

(F) comprehensive community services 
that are efficient, coordinated, readily avail-
able, and involve families of young individ-
uals. 

(Pub. L. 101–501, title IX, § 902, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1262.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of 
Pub. L. 101–501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990 
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 901 of title IX of Pub. L. 101–501 provided 
that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may be cited 
as the ‘Claude Pepper Young Americans Act of 1990’.’’ 

Section 955 of Pub. L. 101–501 provided that: ‘‘This 
chapter [chapter 3 (§§ 955–960) of subtitle A of title IX of 
Pub. L. 101–501, enacting part C of subchapter I of this 
chapter] may be cited as the ‘Family Resource Act’.’’ 

Section 981 of Pub. L. 101–501 provided that: ‘‘This 
subtitle [subtitle B (§§ 981–988) of title IX of Pub. L. 
101–501, enacting subchapter II of this chapter] may be 
cited as the ‘1993 White House Conference on Children, 
Youth, and Families’.’’ 

COMMISSION ON CHILD AND FAMILY WELFARE 

Pub. L. 102–521, § 5, Oct. 25, 1992, 106 Stat. 3406, pro-
vided for establishment, membership, etc., of a Com-
mission on Child and Family Welfare, specified that 
among other duties the Commission compile informa-
tion and data on the issues that affect the best inter-
ests of children, including domestic issues such as 
abuse, family relations, services and agencies for chil-
dren and families, family courts, and juvenile courts, 
directed Commission to submit to President and Con-
gress an interim report no later than Jan. 1, 1994, and 
a final report no later than Jan. 1, 1995, containing a 
detailed statement of the findings and conclusions of 
the Commission, together with recommendations for 
such legislation and administrative actions as consid-
ered appropriate, and directed that the Commission 
terminate 90 days after the date it submitted its final 
report. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13459. IMPROVING THE COORDINATION AND 
EFFECTIVENESS OF YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13459, Feb. 7, 2008, 73 F.R. 8003, provided: 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, and in recognition of the successful inter-
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